Nassa tal-Arznell

TRAPS

Pots

08.2.0

Traps targeting picarel, arznella in Maltese, are locally known as Nassa tal-Arznell.

The material used to construct these traps is cane cut into fine strips or special reeds which are imported from North Africa. The shape of these traps is oval or round.

The “Nassa tal-Arznell” are only used in the island of Gozo. They are usually set in the afternoon, around 3 p.m. and they are pulled out of the water after four or five hours.

Up to 4 traps are set at a distance of 1 m from the bottom, at depths ranging from 15 to 20 m. 

No bait is required beacause it is thought that the fish enter inside the pot to spawn.

This fishery is practised from March to mid May.

The species captured with this type of pot is the picarel (Spicara smaris).

The product is always consumed locally and sells as fresh fish.

